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Predation on Stenopsyche marmorata by Vespertilio sinensis and Pipistrellus abramus in flight.
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Bats in Japan

So far 37 species of bats which belong to 5
families including 2 extinct species have been

recorded in Japan. As Japan is very long in length ~ Bat Study and Conservation

from north to south and different climates
co-exist ranging from semitropical to sub-frigid
within the country, there is relatively richer
species abundance, than countries at about the
same latitude. (For example, the UK has 17
species.)

There are only 3 species of Pteropodidae
including one extinct species in Japan. The
others 34 species are insectivorous bats. This is
because most parts of Japan are in the temperate
zone. Thus, in winter two thirds of bat species in
Japan hibernate.

(BSCJ) is a voluntary organization which is
devoted to bat research and conservation.
BSCJ was established in 1992 by researchers

Rhinolophus fenumequmum»

€ T oploea | SE1. 20 DRSUNERECERLEIIEIOSR

- 8"
group of Japan

¥

& iBats-Japan DERF S

Z14—=ILRIEEFREUw SIC

Among 35 species of living Japanese bats, 16
species are endemic to Japan <prsaussacmont
About BSCJ
The Bat Study and Conservation group of Japan r ! i H) =KL EiE, LD EER 74— N FERDTTI T

who were concerned with the conservation of
bats. The group initially consisted of 45
members, but we now have 352 members as of
July 2013. Anyone interested in bats can join
BSCJ.

We issue news letters from once to twice a
year, which has our activities, bat topics and
member contributions of bat trip report and
research etc.

We have held a bat festival every summer since
1995. So far we have had 19 bat festivals all over
Japan (in Hokkaido, Aomori, Tokyo, Nagano,
Okinawa etc.) with the collaboration of local
governments, local conservation groups,
museums and zoological gardens.

The bat festival not only gives members a
chance to enhance friendship, but also gives the
public across the nation information about bats.
These bat festivals include exhibitions which use
photos, lectures, and so on. We also conduct
evening bat walks.

Recently, bat walks and bat talks are becoming
popular across the nation and we send
instructors to conduct these events. We have
made bat event guidelines. We also help bat
exhibitions at some museums

In 1998 we translated Bats, Biology and
Behavior by John D. Altringham. We published A
Field Guide to the Bats of Japan in 2005 and we
revised this book in 2011.

Since 2010, we have taken part in the iBats
project which monitors bats worldwide.
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iBats-Japan

iBats (Indicator Bats Program) monitors bat
populations globally by listening to the sound bats
use to navigate and find food. It is a partnership
project between the Zoological Society of London and
the Bat Conservation Trust and began in 2006.

iBats currently has ongoing acoustic bat monitoring
projects in the UK, Eastern Europe, Ukraine, Russia and
Japan involving hundreds of volunteers. Also, the
projects are expanding with a number of pilot projects
in other countries around the world.

We have held an iBats workshop every year since
2010 at different locations in Japan. So far, 47
volunteers have been trained and more than 125
events have been conducted.

We hope that we will have more volunteers and we
also hope to make use of iBats-Japan data for bat
conservation in future.

Besides iBats project, acoustic monitoring is
attracting attention in various research fields in Japan.
Bat capture surveys with mist-nets and harp traps

have their limits as they tend to catch those species
that fly low and their capture rate is not high. So if we
could identify bats by their calls unique to the species,
it could be an effective tool to study bat fauna and we
could suggest more credible bat conservation plan.

Itis also important to assess environmental impact
of wind turbines which is getting a big concern now.
At the moment we don’ t have a proper bat research
manual due to the lack of basic bat information. In the
future, we hope we will be able to make the bat
research manual similar to the BCT manual
“Determining the potential ecological impact of wind
turbines on bat population in Britain, 2009” .

*« W May | ask you a few question? e s s e e oo .

+ %Do you have any bat conservation group in your *
country?

. Do you have any bat monitoring projects in which +
public people can join? :
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